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" On the morning of the i6th of May,  1903, my  From tny
husband came into my bedroom at 20 Cavendish Square  Diary,
with the Times in his hand.

" ' Wonderful news to-day/ he said, ' and it is only
a question of time when we shall sweep this country/

" Sitting upon my bed he showed me the report of a
speech made at Birmingham the night before by Mr.
Chamberlain.*

" Joseph Chamberlain at that time stood in the eyes
of his fellow-countrymen as the Business man; the
great Imperialist and the Strong Fighter. The sort of
praise one was always hearing of him was : ' No shilly-
shallying about Joe ! He hits straight from the shoulder !
He'll give it 'em ! I A pity there aren't a few more Joes!'
etc,

" Political bruising, perfect speaking, artistic self-
advertisement, audacity and courage combine to make
Mr. Chamberlain to-day the most conspicuous politician
since Gladstone.

" On the 15th of May, 1903, before the Whitsuntide
recess he delivered a speech to his constituents at Birming-
ham which, as my husband said, had transformed the
position of every political party. It advocated for the
first time a policy of naked Protection, and woke up the
barely controlled hopes of the whole Tory party. This
caught on lik& wildfire with the semi-clever, moderately
educated, the Imperialists, Dukes, Journalists, and
Fighting Forces; incidentally bringing unity to the
Liberals and chaos into the Government ranks.

" The Prime Minister f had one opportunity if he did
not agree with his Colleagues, and we wondered if he would
take it.

" On the adjournment of the House of Commons on
the 28th of May, 1903, I went to the Speaker's Gallery
full of excitement to hear the debate, and, meeting Mr.

* The Right Honourable Joseph Chamberlain, Colonial Secretary,
t The Right Hon. Arthur Balfour.